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THE SPECIAL NEEDS TEAM 
  

By Thomas D. Begley, Jr., Esquire 
  

  
                Parents planning for the future of their disabled child should begin by assembling a team of experts to assist in 
the process.  While this process may seem daunting and expensive, it will ensure that the special needs child receives 
maximum protection and that the parent’s goals for the child are achieved.  Team players would include the following:



can assist parents of disabled persons, including in the development of a life care plan, and also in providing needed 
services, either during the lifetime of the parent or upon the parent’s death.  These organizations are usually focused on 
a single disability or a small cluster of related disabilities, and are very knowledgeable with respect to the both potential 
problems and opportunities.  Most disability organizations have support groups that can provide invaluable information 
to parents during their lifetimes and can assist with the emotional issues involved with parenting a disabled child.  The 
disability organizations are familiar with the service provider network in a given community and are often able to 
facilitate the proper services at reasonable costs.  
  
                        •           Special Needs Attorney.  Once a plan has been developed a special needs attorney should 
determine what public benefits may be available to the person with disabilities.  These may include SSI, Medicaid or 
Section 8 Housing, or they may be SSD and Medicare.  Group homes, state disability programs and, possibly, Veterans 
services may also be available.  The attorney must determine the eligibility requirements for the programs and advise as 
to whether the person with disability qualifies.  The attorney then assists the person with disabilities or the family with 
accessing these benefits.  In cases involving litigation, the attorney assists in demonstrating that the case be settled with 
less money from the defendant and more benefits to the disable plaintiff if public benefits are available.  The attorney 
also assists in drafting the special needs trust in accordance with the desires of the parent and federal and state laws and 
regulations.  If approval is required by government agencies, the attorney obtains that approval.   
  

  
  
  

 
BEGLEY & BOOKBINDER hosts a weekly radio program on WWDB 860 AM on the radio dial from 

11:00am to 12:00 pm every Wednesday.  Each week a different member of the firm hosts the program.  Guests 
are invited.  The topic changes on a weekly basis.  The program is called “Senior Forum.”   Please listen in 
on Wednesday at 11. 
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If you have any comments, e-mail us at ccaruso@begleylawyer.com 
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